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Lesson Plans & activities based on  

The House on Silat Road 

 
Lesson Plan 2:  

Singapore At War – Invasion!   
Suitable for ages 9-12 
 

What you can learn: 

• The Battle & Fall of Singapore WWII   

• Critical reading  

• Creative writing 
 

Preparation:  

Read the chapters “The Japanese Attack” (Pg 44) and The Fall of Singapore (Pg 52).  

 

Activities: 

• Was Sing and her family physically and mentally prepared for the war? Read the 

chapters closely and see what you can discover about their attitudes. How did these 

attitudes change as the attacks continued and Singapore eventually fell? (Tip: How did 

Big Sister feel about the air raid drills and what did she do at home? What did Sing say 

about life during the drills?) 

• The authors dropped many hints in the early chapters that something bad was going to 

happen. These hints are called ‘foreshadowing’. Can you spot them? What are they and 

how do they add to the story?   

• The experiences of Sing in these two chapters mirror the wider sequence of events that 

led to the fall of Singapore. But hiding in the shelter, Sing and her family would not have 

known how the battle for Singapore was unfolding around the island. For older children, 

trace the timeline of the fall of Singapore and match it to what Sing was doing and 

experiencing in the chapter. Find archival images of this period to accompany the 

timeline. (Resource: National Archives of Singapore nas.gov.sg) Then present your 

findings to the class using PowerPoint presentation, posters or infographics. 

• Discuss how the wider events of the war affected the individuals experiencing them on a 

personal level. Put yourself in Sing’s shoes. How would you feel as the bombs are falling, 

and when you hear that Singapore has surrendered? Pretend you are Sing and write a 

descriptive first-person account as a flashback. To indicate it is a flashback, you can start 

with something like: “I remember that day like it was just yesterday…”  

• Imagine that you are Father. How would you design the air raid shelter and what will 

you store in the shelter for your family? How will you prepare and organise your family 

for emergencies? Discuss in groups to present your shelter design and your preparation 

plans using posters or PowerPoint slides.  
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Singapore At War – Survival   
 

What you can learn: 

• Civilian life during the Japanese Occupation of Singapore  

• History research 

• Creative problem solving 
 

 

 

 

 

Preparation: 

Read the chapters ‘The Giant Vegetable Patch’ (Pg 74) and ‘Beri-Beri’ (Pg 128) which delves 

into the topic of food scarcity and survival. 

 

Activities:  

• During the Japanese Occupation, food became very scarce and the money people had 

saved were rendered useless as the Japanese authorities imposed their own ‘banana’ 

currency. If you were Father, how are you going to feed your family of thirteen? Plan 

your vegetable patch to grow all that you need. What will you plant? How will you 

propagate them, and ensure there is a steady food supply? Mdm Si Hoe S.S., the author 

has this hint: “Remember, it is important to find vegetables that are fast and easy to 

grow, hardy, and give little wastage – meaning that all or most of the plant is edible.”  

• The tapioca was widely cultivated during the Japanese Occupation as it grew very 

quickly. Try growing your own tapioca plant and keep a journal of its growth. How fast 

did it grow? How did you keep it healthy and productive? Harvest and cook the tapioca 

with a grown-up’s help. Share your wartime recipe.  

• Food was very scarce during the Japanese Occupation. How did the people of Singapore 

survive and how did food – or the lack of – play a part in the civilian experience in 

Japanese-occupied Singapore? Do some research and present it to the class using 

PowerPoint slides. Here are some pointers: 

o Apart from tapioca, what else did people in Singapore eat?  

o What was beriberi all about and how did it affect people in Singapore?  

o Research the ‘Grow More Food Campaign’ started by the Japanese authorities in 

Singapore. Why did they do it? What did the people in Singapore do?   

o Youngest Uncle mentioned Endau in the chapter Beri-Beri. What happened at 

Endau? Then research about the tragedy at Bahau?   

 
 


