The Little Singapore Book
Lesson Plan 1:

The Early Immigrants
Suitable for: ages 7 to 10

Themes:
•
History & Heritage
•
Occupations of Old
•
Early Immigrants

Lesson objectives:
•
Creative writing
•
Social history & our heritage

Preparation:
Read Chapter One: ‘Once Upon a Time’, paying special attention to page 14-15. Look
carefully at the illustrations. Be prepared to do some added research.
Activities:
1. Postcards from the Past
Get students to pretend they travelled back in time to 19th century Singapore. What
would it be like? What would they have seen and encountered? What would a typical
street look like? How would they have done? Who might they have met? Write a
postcard home describing a scene or an encounter. Design the postcard too. (Use the
postcard template provided)
2. Early pioneers
Look at the ethnic groups depicted in Pg 14-15. Discuss the ethnic groups who made
their way to Singapore in the 19th century as early immigrants. Who were they and
where did they come from? Why did they come? What did they do? Get students to
research on one of the ethnic groups and make a poster presentation about their life,
jobs and enclave.
3. A Day in the Life of…
Look at the different occupations depicted on pages 14 and 15 and discuss them as
a class. What are these occupations, and are they still present today? What other
kinds of work did people do at that time? Then ask the students to imagine what they
would have liked to work as if they lived in 19th century Singapore. What would a day
in their life be like as that worker? Work in groups and do some research on the
chosen occupation and the people who did the work. Then make a poster
presentation to the class with drawings and old photographs, or write a short creative
story about a day in their life.

